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I ntroduction

Parliamentary proceedingsreflect the palitical, societal, and cul -
tural Zeitgeist of a certain period and are as such an invaluable
source for a broad range of DH research questions (Blaxhill and
Beelen 2016, Blétte et a. 2020, Miiller-Hansen et al. 2021). While
contemporary parliamentary corpora have been compiled, anno-
tated and made available for a number of languages through pro-
jects such as ParlaMint (Erjavec et al., 2022), similar resources
with historical data remain rare (Puren et al., 2022). They are es-
sential, however, asin the past two decades the focus of research
on parliamentary discussions has shifted from the history of po-
litics to the history of the political. Conceptual history (Begriffs-
geschichte) has become increasingly relevant for the understan-
ding of the society and its processes: how certain political concepts
have been introduced, used, and understood (Koselleck, 2006).
Such in-depth historical analysis, connected with the speech act
theory, is of major importance for political history. In this frame-
work, language is not just a tool used for describing the world,
but also a significant part of the world that it co-creates (Hamps-
her-Monk, 1998).

In this abstract, we present the development of arichly annota-
ted corpus of historical proceedings of the Krainer Landtag (The
Carniolan Regional Assembly), which was the highest |egislative
body of the autonomy of the Carniola Herzogtum of the Habsburg
Empire. It wasintroduced with the February patent (February 26,
1861) when the Austrian part of the Empire entered the second
congtitutional period and ended with the onset of the first world
war, comprising altogether 12 parliamentary terms. The Assem-
bly, whichwasinitially composed of 37 del egatesand wasin 1908
extended to 50 delegates, adopted laws that were within its juris-
diction, which included agriculture, public buildings, charitable
institutions, municipal, church and school matters, matters related
to the provision of harness, provision and accommodation of the
military, the regional budget, and until 1873 appointed delegates
to the central parliament in Vienna (Reichsrat).

Procedure

We collected the scanned and OCR processed pdf documents
fromthe TheDigital Library of Slovenia- dLib.si. The documents
span the period from 1861 to 1913 (903 pdfs, 42746 pages) and
include the assembly meeting proceedings (694 pdfs, 15353 pa-
ges), aswell as supplementary materials (laws, budgets etc.). The
documents are bilingual, in Slovenian and German, depending on
the speaker. German wasfirst typeset in the Gothic script and later
oninLatin.

We first separated the meeting notes from the supplementary
materials, asthe latter often contain complex layouts (tables etc.),
which will be addressed in our future work. We assessed the qua-
lity of OCR and found it to be acceptable on most documents
(around 2% character error rate, a bit worse for German written
in Gothic). Although there were some outlier pages where OCR
performed poorly, especially when characters from neighbouring
pageswere visiblein the scans, these pages were also included for
further processing, but we plan to automatically detect such cases
and perform OCR on them again with appropriate preprocessing.

On a subset of debates spanning 15 years, we devised a set of
rules coded in a Python script to detect layout, find headings and
text segments, deal with hyphenated words, assign text to spea-
kers, detect events and extract meeting metadataincluding the date
and hour of the beginning/end of each meeting, its agenda and a
list of attendants with their titles. We used the Lingua Python li-
brary for language detection at sentence level. For lemmatization
and part-of-speech tagging, we used Trankit * for both languages.
We first tried the CLASSLA Slovenian fork 2 for lemmatization
of Slovenian words and assessed PoS tagging accuracy of both
lemmatizers. On a small sample of 3400 words (8 pages of text),
CLASSLA performed only 0.5% better than Trankit. The lemma-
tization F1 scores were at 94.4% and 93.9%, respectively. There-
sults are around 5% worse than for modern-day Slovenian, asthe
used Slovenian language is quite different (more archaic) to mo-
dern-day Slovenian on which the NLP tools were trained.

After fine-tuning the set of rules, we applied them to the entire
corpus and made adjustments to handle the changes in document
formatting that occurred during the years. Altogether, the proces-
sed documents contain over 44.000 segments, over 540.000 sen-
tences (roughly 58% in Slovenian and 42% in German) and ap-
proximately 10M words. Earlier debates were predominantly in
German, while the language shifted towards Slovenian in the la-
test years.

We output the documents in the modified TEI XML format ac-
cording to the schema compliant with ParlaaCLARIN (Erjavec



and Pancur, 2022). The developed corpus will enable us to iden-
tify types of changes that occur in political language in a cer-
tain political, national and partisan context (Ihalainen et a. 2016)
and so provide new and innovative source-based fundamentalsto
re-think the political life in the multinational Habsburg empire.
When completed, the entire corpus will be made available in the
CLARIN.SI repository and importantly contribute to the availabi-
lity of comparable, interoperable collections of parliamentary de-

bates for diachronic, multilingual and transnational research.

entfprechenden 2Antrige hinfichtlich bes biesfalls gu erlaf-
fenben Lanbesgefetied und bed eventuell ju gewdfhrenden
Ranbedbeitrages ju ben Soften bdes fraglidhen Strafiens
baued in ber ndften Seffion einyubringen”.

Sandeshauptman :
Wiinjcht Jemand ber Herven bad Wort 3u diefem
ntrage 2 (Nadhy einer Paufe — po prestanku.)
Wenn nidt, o febreiten wir jur Abjtimmung und
id bitte jene .i)emn welde mit diefem Antrage einver:
ftanben find, figen gu bleiben. (Niemand evhedt fich —
nobeden ne vsta ane.)
Der Ausfhufanteag ift fomit vom Hohen Lanbdtage
L angenommen.
{

Jun_fommt bder Bericht e  Landedausichufies
diber eine Jujchrift des Juftigminifteriums die Gerichts-
fprengel betreffend.

Porocevalec dr. Costa :

Slavni zbor! Se le 29. septembra t. L. je doslo
Zelnemu  odboru sludeéu pismo naddeZelne sodnije
u: (bere — [iedt)

p3n Gemafheit ded Herabgelangten fohen Sufﬂ;,
muu[lm![ Grlaffes vom 15. September 1868, 3. 1.
at dag f. f. Oberlandedgericht die Ghre bdem Ioblhiml
f. f. fanbedausibufie die aud Anlaj ber legten Juftize
organifitung vorgefommenen Eingaben, welcpe eine Aen-
berung Dev beftehenben Besir! ilung anfteeben, in /.
und Ddie beim I)ohm SJuftiyminifterium \»ur\tfommcncn
Petitionen in +/, qur gefallig weitern Bnmh\mm\ im
Giune des §. 2 e Gefeges vom 11. Juni 18«15 R, G
3. 59 cingufdhliefen.

mi je bilo od gosp. ministra pravoslovja obljubljeno
ustmeno, da bodo te prosnje v deZelni zbor prisle
o pravim ¢asu, da bode deZelni zbor odlocevati
mogel, ko so tudi prile iz Kostanjevice in SenoZet
enake pro$nje v dezelni zbor. Ker smo pa o teh dveh
Ze doloéno sklenili, mislim samo omeniti, da zarad teh
dveh sklepov se nimajo tudi te pro¥nje $e enkrat za-
vradati na dezelni odbor, tem ve¢, da jih predlozi mi-
nisterstvu, tako, da je ta re¢ refena in nima ve¢ v
odbor priti.
Sandeshaupfmann :

Witnjdht noch Jemand von ben Herren das Wort ?
(Mady einer Paufe, po prest'mk\l)

Wenn nicht, fo fhreiten wiv Jur Abftimmung, und
i bitte jene Hereen, welche mit dem Ausjhufantrage
einverftanden fiud, figen gu bleiben. (MNiemand erhebdt fich,
nijeden ne \\nne)

Der Ausdjdbufantrag ift vom §. Haufe genehmiget.

Die TageSorbnung ift exjdopft und jugleich die
legte Tagedordnung erledigt.

Jn_Folge ber Grledigung aller unjerer Gefbifte,
unb in Folge 2A. . Befehles ift biefe Landtags-Seffion

4533, | gu Gnbe.

Meine Herren! nur ein Paar Worte!  (Die Ver-
fnmml\m] erfebt fidh, zbor se vzdigne)

Das Werf ift vollbracht! Grof und fhwierig waren
bie Aufgaben, die Sie gu (6fen Hatten, mit Ridficdht anf
bie furge 3eit, die und ju Gebote ftand.

Sie feren mit dem Bewufitjein vollfommen erfitllter
i cimat uriid.
meine Perfon, danfe Jhnen fitr die mir

Gray am 22. September 1868”. ficbt in ber Qeitung ber Berhanbdlungen bes

Kakor je ofividno, deZelnemu odboru ni bilo | Snbtages, ich banfe Jfmen insbejonbers unbd aus vollenm
mogote, izdelati natanéno sporoéilo, kako in ktere pre- Hergen fitr dag miv oft unb indbejondere jingft bethatigte
membe 0 sodniiskih okraiil se bi koi zdai nasvetovale: | 28oblivollen.

Figure 1: A short excerpt from the proceedings dated 3.10.1868 in PDF and TEI
format.
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Notes

1. https://github.com/nlp-uoregon/trankit
2. https://github.com/clarinsi/classla
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